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The  pilot  initiated  a takeoff in an airplane that he had never flown before.  He rotated the tailwheel airplane about 400 feet down the
2,200-foot  long  dirt  runway,  and  established  a  best rate of climb.   About half way down the runway, the airplane "started losing a
positive  rate  of  climb,"  and began to descend.  When the pilot realized the airplane would not clear trees at the departure end of the
runway,  he reduced power and lowered the nose of the airplane to perform a forced landing.  The airplane impacted the ground "hard," near
the end of the runway.  The pilot reported 11,000 hours of total flight experience, and that there were no mechanical deficiencies.  
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Accident



Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The pilot's failure to maintain climb, and his failure to maintain adequate airspeed.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation:  TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB

Findings
     1.  (C) CLIMB - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     2.  (C) AIRSPEED - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND
     3.  STALL/MUSH
----------

Occurrence #2:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
     4.  TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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